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by Dale Carrington

(Editor's note: This is the
sixth and last of a series an
woning in Austin, In this art-
. fele, we take g look at neigh-
borhond groups and how Lthey
affect the growth of the vily,
'We center our discussion on
the  Austin Neighborhoods
Council and itz coordinator
Joan Bartz. The ANC repre-
sents 11 of the 29 neighbor-
hood groups in Austin, In the
nccompanying map, all 29
Froups are represented. (Sce
legend below.)

Juan Bartz is not exactly
the image of the ‘radical’
she is sometimes supposcd
o be. In [act, sha i the
epitome of the average per-
som, The difference belween
Joan Bartz and the average
person is that she cares aboul
her nelghborhood.

The coordinator of the Aus-
lin Neighborhoods Couneil, in
pperation for Just over a
vear now, says “neighbor-
hood groups are formed by
homeowners who feel some-
thing is wrong but don't know
how Lo approach the problem.
Thal's why ANC was formed.
It's a matler of support. We
tdo for neighborhoods what
the Chamber ol Commerce
does [or business.”

ANC was [ormed just be-
fore the last City Council ele-
plions in ordor fi give -_*1_".?:."
tlates an opportunity to speak
o a large number of neigh
wrhond proups at one time,
The candidate forum, held at
Highland Mall, was one of
the largest and most well at-
tended of its Kind. Aller the
electlons, a number of thuse
who were represented de-
cided to remain together be-
cause they "reallzed what
goes on in their area affects
the rest of the eity," said
Mrs. Barlz.

But, for Joan Bartr, in-
velvement in nelghborhood
organizations began over two
gnd a hall years agn with her

own neighborhood group,
University _Hille Home-
owners, As is the cas with

most groups, L was formed
to face a erisis: in this case
the destruction of a neigh-
borhood park for the con-
struction of townhouses.
“The owner of the pro-
perty  wanted to destroy the
park,” said Mrs., Bariz,
“to build apartments, though
he had led homeowners o
believe the park would stay.

Il was part of the sales
pitch.™
The  University Hills

Hlomeowners took the case
o 53rd District Court, and
gol a wnanimous decision for-
cing the developer o leave
the park intacl. Afterwards,
the City Council approved
the purchase of the land and
it was olficially designated
park land. It's due (o be

dedicated the end of this
month  the Dottie Jordon
Park, Ms. Jordon, a dia-
betes  viclim wha died re-

cently, worked to save the

park.
“After  the erizsiz was
over,” Mrs. Barlz sald,

“we realized we would nesd
to slay together because nei-
ghborhoods are a day o day
aperation. We became eon-
cerned about maintaining our
neighborhood’s integrity and
bepan working with the Lraffie
and transportation depart-
ment, the planning depart-
ment and evenlually we de-
veloped a rapport wilh the
city,

“The ordinary citizen is
buffaloed by the city,” she
added. “When really, it's
only & maller of knowing who
to call and how to approach
problems. "

S0, in April of 1978, rep-
resentatives from some 19
gronps  banded together to
form the Austin Neighbor-
hoods Council. Today, that
numhber is eleven, though ath-
ers &till maintain speaking
hut non-voting rights. Ac-
cording to the by-laws, eight
major purpases  were set
down and adopted then: *1.
To act az a coordinating body
for the efforis of Austin area
neighborhood groups, which
shall remain a3 aulgnomous
EronEn. 3. P encpurame
formation of new neighbor-
hood groups. 3, Tvaclasa
clearing house for infor-
mation and guidance in mat-
lers pertaining to zoning, en-
vironment, ethics and con
sumer protection relating io
neighborhoods and the city as
a whole. 4. To ' research
those plans, resdlulions, ord-
inances, and legislation which
directly allect all neighbor-
hoods in the Auwstin area. 5.
To make a positive contribu-
tion to  Austin through the
betterment of our neighbor-
hoods and the promoetion of
civie awareness, 6, Topro-
vide to its members infor-
mation and education through
forums, seminars, etc. on
theze s=ubjecizs  relating to
neighborhood needs, 7. To
encourage Lthe seleclionolin-
dividgals for official and pub-
lie service appointments who
are responsive to the needs
of the neighborhoods, and
8 Tv serve as an infor-
mation exchange agency with
no partisan political function.
[The ANC will not endorse
politicians, but does not pro
hikit memhber proups from
doing so.)"

"We pet lots and lots of
calls for information,” Mrs.
Bartz lold vws, “And o lar,
we've always been able (o
find someone in owr groups
who has the answer."”

While each group fights
its own battles, remaining
autonumous, they realize that

For More Information

on Neighborhood Groups

call the City Planning
Department at 477-6451

Corner Second St. and Lavaca
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'‘Face Problems of Growth'

ANC is behind them, affer-
Ing  support in problems.
Far instance, during the re-
cent rollback reguesl from
members of the Concerned
Citizens for Developement of
West Austin, representalives
from ANC were presenl, but
did not speak.

Addressing this  issue,
Mrs. Barlz says that "it's
anly logical that the request
was approved” by the Plan-
ning Commission. [ think
everyone has a right to use
their land, but in this case,
the commercial Interests
were trying to impose their
views on the residents and
homeowners;  which, incid-
ently, is the same charge the
real estate interests vse ag-
ainst residents. The resi-
dential and development peo
ple will eventually gae that we
can live together.™

Mrs. Bartz feels (hat
tha econstant  referral o
neighborhond groups as “no
growth” pecple is mislead-
ing. She maintains ihat the
50 called 'no grawth’ people
are actually against the pro-
blems that aceompany
growlh. “Maost of the growth
today," she observed, "is
geared toward monetary gain,
T think thal, to change that,

everyone has the responsib-
ility v face problems Lhat
come with growth., We are
not against growth: one that
is planned and programmed.”

The view that Mrs. Barlz
and many other neighbor-
hood organizers take toward
preserving their neighbor-
hoods is an overall view:
that is an overview of all
aspects that make up and con-
tribute to the communily -
sireels, schools,  parhks,
creeks  and  the environ-
menl. By organizing the
Austin Neighborhoods Coun-
¢il, members have hegn
able Lo keep abreast of chan-
ges in cily policies and can

transmit information to their

awn neighborhood,

When whe talks about pre-
serving her neighborhood,
she’s lalking about the quality
of life in her community. She
is econvinced Lhat in order to
malfnlain the integrity of the
neighborhood, she has  to
care, and o make sure she
1& heard,

She realizes the gualilies
that make Austin so liveable
are limited and perishable,
They are, as one neighbor-
heod worker said, “not the
icing on the cake, but the
cake itsell.”

Joan Barlx

29 Groups Serving
Austin Neighborhoods

The [ollowing is a
hood growps in Austin.
page identifies each by
with the numbers here.
of sach group,
her address and phone.

the chiefl

list of the 28 neighbor-
The map on the nexi
numbers corresponding
We list here the name
officer and his or
Those alliliated with

the Austin NEighborhood Council are marked

(ANC),

with

For information on the AMC bh-

laws, wrile to P.0. Box 296, Austin, Texas,

TATBT.

1. Baleones Civie Assoclation-Jimmy F.
Landrum, 4102 Rockford Lane, 345-1266.

2. Blackshear Hesidenis for Individual Pro-
perly Hights-Emmett Lindsey, 709 Concho, 472-

1058,

3.Concerned Cilizens of Easl Auslin-Cleve
Moten, 4907 York Hill, 926-7853,
4.Concerned Citizens of Lahewood-Dempsey

Allphin, 7405 Creckblulf.,

315- 1658,

S.leritage Hills Homeowners (AMNC)-Don
Amundzeon, 8114 Shenandoah Drive, BAG-7750
6. Mo Crusher Commitlee-Lydia Schaefer,
3609 Country While Loe, 892-0692,
7. Morth Awstin Civie Associalion-Janet
Kriegel, P.0, Box 9022 , TE766, B36-5961.
& North Easl Austin Kesidenls Association-
Arthur Mosely, 1402 Marston Circle, §36-

2691,

9. North West Austin Civie Associalion

C. Goodman, 6301 Belo
1646 or 165-7628.

Jack
Horizonte Circle, 345

10.Concerned Citizens for Development of

West
West 8th, 472-3720.

Austin (ANC)-Sandra

Weinstock, 1108

11. Save Universily Neighborhoods (ANC)-

Mike Mcllone, 2104 Pearl

Slreet, 478 -6205.

12.%uth Auslin Neighborhod-Norma Guerra,
610 Bouldin, phone unlisted,

13. South Austin Neighborhoods East (ANC)
Particia Brown, 1713 Rockbridge Terrace, 442-

875,

14. South Hiver Uity Cltizens (ANC)-Terry
Carter, 307-C Leland Street, 444-1693.

15, South West Auslin Homeowners Assoc-
fation -Jim Ward, 5704 Cherry Creek Drive,
392-0316.

16. Spicewoods Springs Valley Area- Tetty
Ann Theobalt, 9122 Yucca Mountain Drive, J45-
NAGA,

17, 5t. Johns MNeighborhood Group-Junious
Geott, 7102 Dethune Street, no phone,

18. University Hills Homeowners (ANCH
Joan Rartz, 6713 Tulsa Cove, 926-4161.

19. West Central Neighborhood Group (ANC)
Sally Shipman, 2705 Moonlight, 476-58954,
= 20 MNorth University Nelghborhoods Assoc
fation (ANC) Stroud C. Kelley, 3408-A Cedar S
Slreet, no phone,
= 2I. Barton View Civiv Associalion-Bernard
J. McSherry, 4221 Jobn Campbell Trail , no
phone.

22. Allandale Neighborhood Association (ANC)
Patly Hakez, 5720 Louise Lane, no phone.

23. Ridgelea Neighborhood Azsoclation (ANC)-
Joseph [). Marlinee, 24 West 10th 5t. #1086,
478-1035 or 454-8026.

24, Friends of Eastwoods-Hoger Finchney,
3101 Harris Parh Avenue, no phone.

25, Old Austin Meighborhood - Caralyn Buck-
nell, 308 West Avenue, no phone.

26, South Meadows Neighbarhood-Fred Dru-
nell, 6406 Scuth Meadows Tvd., no phone.

27. Save Qur Lake Association ANC) Charles
Claland, 3427 Monte Yista, no phone.

28, Hyde Park Neighborhood Association-
Mrs., Walter Richier, 3901 Avenue G, no prone.

29. East Town Lake Citizens-Jesse Sepovia,
2010 Bergman, 473-6060. This group is the
newest group in Austing having formed Monday
night to fight the city in its efforts to purchase
property to expand Fiesta Gardens.



